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B = xR B 2= HRn HBE bi] b F
R 19260. 60 79 , | »
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BxC : 42.02 42.02 10,340
AXBXC’ . 2.51 1 2.51 0.020
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THE EFFECT OF REINFORCEMENT AND MATERIAL ORGANIZATION
ON VERBAL PAIRED-ASSOCIATE LEARNING IN NORMAL
 AND MENTALLY RETARDED CHILDREN

" YUNG-HWA CHEN

ABSTRACT

The experiment examined the effects of the reinforcement and material
‘organization on verbal paired-associate learning in retarded and nonretarded
subjects. The subjects were 40 EMR and 80 nonretarded children grouped by a
three group design where both MA and CA matches were employed. N

Overall learning scores of the nonretarded subjects of seventh grade level
were higher than those obtained with other two groups. Ali- groups- performed
significantly better on pa}ir-words of high_associativé stf'ength than on those of
low associative strength. There was no significant difference between retarded.
and nonretarded children experimentally matched on MA. Significant interac-
tions between IQ 1'e§/e1 and learning material factors were discussed. The rein-
forcement variable did not affect the performance of all three groups on paired-

" associated learning.





