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EFFECTS OF OPINION SIMILARITY AND OPINION SOCIAL
DESIRABILITY ON INTERPERSONAL ATTRACGTION
AND INTERACTION INTENTION

WEN-JER CHANG
ABSTRACT

Eighty female Ss took part in a study of “impression formation”, during which they
evaluated a hypothetical stranger who was presented as either similar or dissimilar in
opinions to themselves and as either having many socially desirable opinions or having
many socially undesirable ones. Ss were then asked to rate on the Interpersonal Judgment
Scale the stranger’s intelligence, knowledge of current events, morality, adjustment,
attractiveness, and similarity in opinions to themselves, and to indicate their willingness
to have the stranger as their intimate friend. It was found that both opinion similarity
~and opinion social desirability had a significant effect on interpersonal attraction.
This finding seems to suggest that opinion simﬂarity is a positively evaluated attribute
or a reinforcing stimulus. It was also found that when the stranger was believed to have
many socially desirable opinions, Ss tended to prefer the stranger similar in opinions to
the one dissimilar in opinions as their intimate friend. On the other hand, when the
stranger was perceived as having many socially undesirable opinions, Ss showed only a
nonsignificant preference to have the stranger dissimilar in opinions as their intimate
friend. The nonsignificant difference was attributed to Ss’ superficial involvement and

~ the positively evaluated or the reinforcing nature of opinion similarity.



. 74 . BT o> B OE R

AE N KB S
‘ Mg
ﬁ,m&mWﬂ%EWM@mﬂ TW&WWEOTLm%mﬁWF/J%TWK > $45—(HITE

ATRBEREARS o

W%@%ﬁMM%Z%’Wuﬁ%$@%%ﬁmﬁﬁko

LARSRIRE R » 1B SR T s
eI _
R A _ HEEW
MR AT SR LEEBERERK
BB A _EERE
Y _TEK
 H—mAs . JRETREm
et - GARBRIRERAR » INERCE S -
2 AR AR - s RS A T AR/ 1 RS TSR — R R BRYE 7
o AEERS __ IRERERE
MR ___FEE
A __HETEE
 BBA—E SR LAEERES
TR AT L A
KA __EE
AR ERS _ EEEE

3&%W%ﬁﬁ’ﬂmﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ?

 IEHEEAE ULy R ARS AR 7
A ___IEEAR
. B A
B LB R
_ RS R AR AR
TR B
 FRMIEGE TR
+mﬁWMﬁﬁ’WMEéﬁ@ﬁﬁ? JEF AL
_ EESREERR S ARIRIREORAR » INBABEZRIE »
_ EERER RBEI I E BUR S BEB RS 7
__ HELEERR _ _ETEE
_ HALEERRBRT __ TEE
_ AEEERF _ EESREE
_ HEREF PR LTEEBES
ERETE BT _ REEE
sﬁ@WMFﬁ’mﬁﬁ%@%ﬁ’ __EE
IREwIbA T RER T _ EWEE

T RBRIRAORRSE, - BB LAVRER -






