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POPULARITY AS RELATED'TOﬁHE AMOUNT OF REINFORCEMENT

' GIVEN TO THE STATEMENT OF OTHERS

'YAU—HUANG HUANG

ABSTRACT

The popular person is the one who is beloved, approahced, thosen by, and
~ attractive to others. These characteristics the person has were -developed
through the operapt and the classical c.onditioning. For the person (CS) who gives
the reinforcer (UCS) simultaneously will get the incentive properties himself,
and thus he will be more frequently approached(R)by others and be more popular
“than those who give no reinforcement. Therefore, it is hypothesized that the,
more popﬁlar .the:person is, the more reinforcement he will give to the statement
of others in the interpersonai situation. ‘ ‘

The hypothesis was confirmed in'the present study.in which the sociometry
was used as a measurement of popularity, and the émount of reinforcement wag
‘counted from the agreement, nodding or uhéhum, made while listening tothe tape
of male and female recordirrlg as the statement of others.
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