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National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.

Perception of Father’s Affection and Yearning-for-Father
Need of College Students in Taiwan

Mei-Ru Chao

Institute of Education
National Cheng Kung University

Among Chinese patrilineal families, demanding fathers and kind mothers are common stereotypes.
Although there is little research on father’s affection, some evidence shows affection and interaction
differences between fathers and mothers regarding their relationship with the child. Based up these findings,
the purpose of this study was to explore the perception of father’s affection and yearning-for-father need of
college students in Taiwan. Results of this study showed that: (1) for both sons and daughters, most students
perceived their fathers to be high disciplinary. However, daughters perceived more warmth from their
fathers than did sons; (2) regarding needs of yearning-for-father daughters, desired more high warmth
whereas sons desired more low warmth; and (3) on the perception of father’s affection and
yearning-for-father need, daughters who perceived father’s high-warmth affection desired more
high-warmth affection of fondness and did not desire more low-warmth affection of indifference, than sons

who perceived father’s high-warmth affection.

KEY WORDS: perception of father’s affection, yearning-for-father need
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