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A Follow up Sudy of the Relationship of M aternal
Parenting Behaviorsand Young Children’s | ndependent
Completion on Task

Shih-tseng TinaHuang LiwenLee
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National Chung-Cheng University

The present study attempted to investigate the relationship of maternal parenting behaviors and young children’s independent
completion on task. Fifty-eight child-mother dyads were tested and followed up after six months. Maternal parenting behaviors,
including verbal praises, verbal repetition, threats, and physical control during mother-child free play periods were measured
when children were 17 months old. In addition, children’s clean-up behaviors after playing with toys — independent task
completion, with mother’s assistance, resistance, or avoidance — were measured when they were 17-month and 23-month old.
These observations were examined in relation to family socioeconomic status, mothers’ age and education level served as
families variables. Results suggested that as children grew in age, frequency of independent task completion increased and their
need for mothers’ assistance decreased. Mother’s age positively correlated with their education level and verba praises of
children. Children’sindependent task completion at 17 months of age was positively correlated with mother’s education level and
threatening behavior. Children’s independent task completion at 23 months of age was positively correlated with children’s
independent completion at 17 months and mothers’ verba repetition. At both 17 months and 23 months of age, children’s
resistant behaviors toward mothers’ demands were negatively correlated with children’s independent task completion. Mothers’
physical control behaviors at 17 months were negatively correlated with children’s independent task completion at 23 months of
age. At 23 months old, children’s avoidance behaviors were negatively correlated with their independent task completion.
Regresson analysis indicated that children’s independent task completion at 17 months significantly predicted children’s
behavioral responses at 23 months of age when the effect of family background variables was controlled. Furthermore, when
family background and children’s responses at 17 months were controlled, mothers’ parenting behavior predicted behavioral
changes between 17 and 23 months of age.  Results suggested mother’s parenting behavior of verbal repetition predicted change
in children’sindependent task completion between 17 and 23 months of age.

KEY WORDS: maternal parenting, socialization, young children
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